Some things you can do to conserve
water are:

Install water saving plumbing fixtures in
your home. These would include water
dams for toilets, water saver aerators on
faucets and water saving showerheads.
Most building codes require that all new
construction have these water saving de-
vices routinely installed.

Check your toilets periodically for leaks.
This can be done quite easily. Place a few
drops of food coloring in the toilet tank.
Do not flush the toilet for several hours.
If the colored water appears in the toilet
bowl during this time, your toilet is leak-
ing. Have it fixed immediately.

Fix leaking faucets.

Operate the dishwasher only when full.
Do not pre-wash dishes for the auto-
matic dishwasher unless absolutely nec-
essary. Wash dishes using a dishpan or
by plugging the sink. Do not let water
run for washing.

Refrigerate a bottle of water for drinking
to avoid letting the water run to obtain a
cold drink.

Hazards To Your Onlot Sewage System

Contractors should pump the treatment tank
through the main access, not the inspection
port.

Do not clean paint from rollers or dispose
of thinners down the drain.

Do not flush large numbers of unused anti-
biotics.

Materials that do not rapidly decompose
(e.g., sanitary napkins, coffee grounds,
bones, eggshells, wet strength towels, dis-
posable diapers, kitty litter, facial tissues,
cigarette butts, baby wipes, etc.) should
never be flushed into a septic tank.

Do not use garbage disposals. Garbage dis-
posals increase a treatment tank's workload.
The increased organic solids load requires
more frequent tank pumping.

Do not dispose of oils and grease products.

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE TO

SCHEDULE A FREE VISIT

Our Mission Statement:

PROLONGING THE
LIFE OF YOUR ONLOT
WASTEWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEM

Our commitment to you Is to use our knowledge to
preserve the environment, conserve the valuable
asset of your property, and to minimize or eliminate
the costly expense of system failures.

Select the proper load or water level on
your washing machine. Do not wash
multiple loads of laundry, one right after
the other.

Take a shower instead of a tub bath. Also
try to limit the length of your showers.

OnSite Management, Inc.
Phone: 610-430-3100
Fax: 610-701-5805
E-mail: info@onsitemgt.com
HICPA # 18675

Do not allow the water to run while
brushing teeth or shaving.
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WHAT IS AN ONLOT
WASTEWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEM?

An onlot wastewater treatment sys-
tem (commonly known as a septic
system) receives all the sewage from a
structure, separates the solids from
the liquids in a treatment tank, and
distributes relatively clarified effluent
to the soil through an absorption
area.

The first important component of
your septic system is the septic tank,
an underground watertight receptacle
designed and constructed to receive
wastewater from your home. This
tank separates the solids and liquids,
partially digests organic matter, stores
sludge and scum, and delivers rela-
tively clear effluent to the absorption
area.

In a properly functioning treatment
tank, solids and liquids are effectively
separated. Solids and partially decom-
posed sludge settle to the bottom of
the tank and accumulate while a scum
of lightweight material (including fats
and greases) rises to the top. The par-
tially clarified liquid that lies between
the scum and sludge layers flows out
to the absorption area.

Second is a distribution system. This is a
means of getting effluent from the treat-
ment tank to the absorption system. This
can be a gravity outflow line, which means
effluent may be directly distributed to the
absorption system: a distribution box,
which is a durably constructed container
which should distribute effluent evenly to
each lateral through the outlet ports to the
absorption system, or a sewage effluent
pump which lifts the effluent to another
elevation or to pressurize a system of
pipes, called pressure dosing.

The most sensitive component of the sys-
tem is the absorption area. This portion of
the system uses a series of pipes and other
devices to reintroduce effluent to the wa-
ter table after being treated and renovated
by the soil. An absorption system can refer
to cesspools, seepage pits, standard beds,
trench systems, subsurface sand filters, or
elevated sand mounds. There are also
some not so common types, such as,
stream discharge, spray irrigation, and drip
systems.

main access of the septic tank when
cleaning it out. This allows the tank to be
completely cleaned out. Never pump the
tank through the 4 or 6" inspection port
that is situated over the baffles. Only a
small portion of the tank will be cleaned
and risk of damaging the baffles inside
the tank is high. Inspect the condition of
the baffles. If missing, broken, damaged,
or deteriorated, they should be replaced
immediately. They serve an important
purpose in helping to prolong the life of

your system.

When the sludge and scum layers are not
routinely pumped out, the area in the tank
available for clarification decreases. Solids
will enter the absorption area at an accel-
erated rate, and the absorption area clogs
prematurely. Effluent forms over the ab-
sorption area onto the surface of the
ground. Sewage finds its way to a stream
or road ditch, or backs up into your
home.

MAINTENANCE AND
MANAGEMENT

Proper maintenance and management is
an effective program developed to moni-
tor, inspect and maintain all components
of the septic system on a regular basis.
Regular and proper cleaning is one way to
help prolong your onlot sewage system.
Make sure that the pumper opens the

WATER CONSERVATION

Water conservation is
an important factor in
sau 1| prolonging the life of
any onsite disposal
system. Reducing the
amount of water used
in the home decreases
the volume of waste-
water that must be renovated and helps to
avoid hydraulic overload of the system. In
addition, water conservation reduces energy
costs and protects the groundwater supply.
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